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Preſume to make this Addreſs to you in Vindica- 
tion of an Aſſembly, who, however they differ in 
other Particulars, agree in the moſt profound Re- 

ſpect for you: For which Reaſon, as well as that 

you preſide in it, and are the Repreſentative 

of it, I lay before you the inſolent Treatment 
received without Doors from the S. Jamer 's 

Poft, which was publiſhed on the 2d Inſtant. The Matter therein 
contained is of ſo nice a Nature, that I dare not, tho a Perſon more 
immediately concerned, go into _ Examination of it, except 455 
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wi have che Good Nature to allow me a ſmall Poſtulatum which 


this Author has taken, to wit, that we are now in Poland; for all 
the Difguiſe he puts on is, to date Sd inſtead of the Place in 
which we imagined our ſelves to have been in, at the Time the 
"Things de eee lt. 
You are uſed to the Method of commending a Man's ſelf at 


the Beginning of what he has to ſay, and therefore will not be 
ſurprized that in the Entrance of this Epiſtle I profeſs that I 


have long devoted my ſelf to the Service of my Country, and 


am very much unconcetned at what poſſibly can be laid of me, but 


as it may impair the little Ability. ILhave to do that Service: And 
therefore, as I am in the molt licentious Manner repreſented as a 


N 


Malecontent, waging War with Men in Authority, and brib'd to 


defend our Enemies, I am oblig'd to ſtop, as well as 1 can, the 


Courſe of ſo malicious a Scandal. I beg of you again to remem- 
mie to ſay, : F 


ber we are in Poland, and with that Allowance ad nf 

ve up, both in my Opinion and Diſcourſe, the Condemn'd Per- 
ſons, as Authors and Leaders of the Rebellion, and conſider'd em 
only as Leaders of the Submiſſion, Which is all I pretended to urge 


in their Behalf : But that the Advantage of this Submiſſion ſhou'd 
be carry d as far as it cou'd.go, I thought it highly concern'd-the 


Honour of His Majeſty, and the Dignity of His Governmept, 

ce The Priſoners ſubmitted to the King, at that Time undoubted- 
ly capable of ſhewing them Mercy»: When they were in Cuſtody 
* of the Government, they were Impeach'd by our Aſſembly: As no 


A 


C 


<« one ever imagin'd that Men, in their Circumſtances, werd the 


<* natural Objects of Impeachments, or ſuch as were intended by 


ce the famous Act in that Behalf, ſo therc was no Reaſon; but the 


*© Neceſſity of Affairs, which could move the Houſe to take the Pro- 
5 {ecution out of its ordinary Courſe: Now that Neceſſity is Over, 


thought it for the Honour of the King, that the Criminals 


* ſhould be capable of that. Mercy to which they ſubmitted : Other- 


'« wiſe 2 would haye it to fay that the Priſoners were 
brought into their preſent Circumſtances by an Artifice : Out of 
Hopes of the King's Mercy they ſubmitted ; but the Interpoſi- 


tion of the Legiſlature made them incapable of that Mercy; 
< ſo that this Circamſtance of the Impeachment hurt the Preroga- 
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tive in its moſt amiable Tuſtance, that of Forgiveneſs, and rob'd | 


the Subject of the moſt valuable Eſtect of it, the receiving 
that Forgivenels. N : FM 


« When the Enemy was put to Fiight, and all thoſe Reaſons 
ceas'd, which induc'd the ·Legiſlature, tor the common Sate- 
ty, to make this Step, which fo much concern'd the Prero- 
gative of the Prince, and Liberty of the Subject; I thought it 
my Duty, in Regard to the higheſt and meaneſt of Mankind, 
gag RO ES #7 3 8 8 


© Theſe, Sir, were my true Motives for defiring, that ſome- 
thing might be done to extricate unhappy Men, who had no- 
thing to plead, in Stay of Execution, but Submiſſion and Ac-' 
knowledgement of their Guilt, As inconſiderable as that Plea 
was, it was ncceflary and juſt that it ſhould be made before 
a Power capable of admitting or rejecting it; till this was done, 
had the Priſoners more to offer, to merit*the Favour ot their 
King and Country, they could promuſe themſelves no good Ef- 
fect tor that Service, ſince, according to ſome Men's Apprehen- 
ſion, there was no Power in being legally capable of rewarding 
it with Mcrcy—- This I thought an Interraption of Govern- 

ment itſelf: It is for theſe Thoughts, and rheſe Sentiments, that! 


am publickly Calumniated, and ſuffer the ſame Uſage for defend- 


ing.the Honour of the King and His Government, now he is on 
the Throne, as I did for doing my Part towards ſecuring his Ac- 
ceflion to it. I have not enter'd into the CRE, Whe- 
ther the Priſoners are Objects of Mercy, or not: I have contend- 
ed only, That, if they were, or ſhould become Objects of Mer- 


cy, the "I. might have it in his Power, as well as I am ſure 


it is in his Inclination, to beſtow it, when deſerv'd. 


3 

te It would have been an endleſs Reproach to have had ſuch an Im- 
rfection appear d in onr Government, As that there was an 

Inſtant wherein the Power of Puniſhing or Pardoning, for the 

Good of the Whole, was lodged no where; As the Thing ſtood 

in common Acceptation, The whole State was under a Difficul- 

ty and Incapacity of Action, - ir ſhould think fir for er. 
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' Good and Safety ; and it was every Gentleman's Duty to ob- 
ſerve and propoſe what he apprehended was for its Service in that 
Perplexity. 


But the Matter, from the Diſcuſſion of it among the Patri- 


cians and Plebeians, has taken another Turn; and we have 


ſeen Paniſhment and the Suſpenſiin of it, upon the Condemned Lords, 


in this Exigence of Affairs, exerced by that Power, in which it 


. was always lodg'd by the Conſtitution of the Realm; and what- 


ever may be the future Conſtruction of an Article in a certain 
Act, Lam humbly of Opinion, That, in the preſent Conjun- 
cure, if the Miniſters ſee Cauſe, they may be well juſtified by 
their Care of the Whole, in adviſing the King to do whar he ſhalt 
think proper with the Priſoners. 5 


C All that Iain d at is come to paſs ; they now ſtand before a Power 


diſpoſed to receive and reward their future Merit and paſt Sub- 


miſſion: And I am fo far from repenting the Part I had in this 


Aſtair, that I ſhoald have been a more unhappy Man, if I had 


* done otherwiſe ; for 1 ſhould have had the ſecret Reproach in 


my own Boſom, That, for Fear of being miſtaken by the Pow- 
ertul, I had neglected my Duty to the Miſerable. | | 


This, Sir, is the Sum of what J had to ſay, in order to ſtate 
my Behaviour before my Countrymen, in a clear View; and 


whether what I have offered, had Weight in it or not; as to 
the Matter then before us, it ſhows another Motive than that to 
which my Behaviour is impured in the News-Paper. Have your 
uſual Patience, and permit me to go on. 


The St. James s-Hoſt ſpeaking of the Six Condemu d Nobles, and 


intimating that, by diſtributing large Bribes to ſeveral Members, 


their Petitions were recery d both by the Patricians and Plcbians, goes 
on upon me in theſe Words: Among the Latter, a Dourhty Knight, 
call d Cavalicro Riska Chalybeski, who over-rating his paſt Services 


the Saxon Cauſe, has taben a Diſguſt againſt the preſent Miniſtry, for 


net gratifying his craviag Ambition, wade a- Speech in Behalf of the Peti- 
tioners, aud exhauſted the common Topicks of Clemency and Mercy : Nut 


the 


CF) 


the Reputation this Gentleman had formerly can d by his Writings, len 
at a very low Ebb, not only becauſe he had of lite made his Fen à com- 


mon Proſtitute, but alſo by Reaſon of his own private Extravagances, at 


e ſame Time that he aſſumed to' himſelf the Character of a Pablick Cen- 
for, no great Streſs was laid upon his T hredbare Oratory. On the other 


Hand, Monſieur Walpeski rightly judging, that the new Friends the 


condemn'd Lords appear'd to have- in that Aſſembly, were procured by the 


Same Methods winch had been ineffetual with himſel*, roſe up aud ſaid ; 


Hie was moved with Indignation, to ſee that there ſhould be ſuch . 
* unworthy Members of that great Body, who could, without 


© Bluſhing, open their Mouths in Favour of Rebels and Parricides, 
© who, far from making the leaſt Advance towards deſerving Favour, 
by an ingenious Diſcovery of the bottom of the preſent horrid Con- 
« ſpiracy, had rather aggravated their Guilt, bota by their ſullen 
e Silence, and-prevaricating Anſwers: Adding, That the Count Do- 


© raworzki pretended and affirmed, That he went unprepared and una- 
cer wares into this Rebellion, yet, to his certain Knowledge, he had been 


«© tampering with ſeveral People, to perſwade them to rife in Favour 
<* of Staniſlaus, Six Months before he appear'd in Arms. | 


Monfieur Walpeski was ſeconded and backed by Seignior Boſcalli, 
Seignior Leſcamerino, and General Stanoski : The laſt ſaid, among ober 
Things, © "Twas with the moſt ſenſible Concern he ohſerved, 
© That the Rebels were grown more to:midable, ſince they were 
taken and diſarmed at Preſtopoli, than they were before ; for, it 


A 


* 


* ſeems, they had gained Advocatcs even among their Proſecutors, 
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lick Welfare. 
It is poſſible my Frankneſs in writing for a Cauſe, wherein they 
who ſhould ſupport me, traduce and villify my Endeavours, may 


make Diſregard to my own Fame for the Sake of my Country, 
appear to the Vulgar, Proſtitut on. But if I have made my 1e:t 


Cucap, I am ſare 1 have not made my ſelf Mercenary: It I were 
{o, I ſhonld defire no greater Reward than the Liberty for one 
Year, which the Poſt has taken for this Day. Give me but Leave 
to be at Sendomir when I pleaſe, without being called ro an Ac- 


COUDT 


oj 


and they had found Means to divide an Aſlembiy, which, hitherto, 
*© had acted with unparrallelled Unanimity and Vigour for the Pub- 
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count for what I ſay, in Middleſex, and it will ſoon appear whoſe Ora- 
tory is moſt Threadbare; that ot thoſe who have long oſed it, or thoſe - 
who have juſt began the Practice of it: Such an Indulgence would 
be an ample Fortune; and the Field is large enough to bring a Crop 
worth the Labour of the Husbandman : It would ſoon appear how 
much of a Man's Eloquence was owing to his Station or his For- 
tine, and how many Orators there are who think themſelves well 
heard, while they owe their being uninterrupted to the Patience,” 
not the Reſpe& of their Hearers : It would appear that the Pre- 
ſent State of Eloquence in Poland is at a very low Ebb, and that 
Warming the Houſe is only Diſturbing it: Orators would learn that 
it does not follow, that becauſe they arc in a Paſſion, other People 
muſt be ſo too: Tho! it is finely ſaid by a Great Maſter, that f 
you would have me weep, you muſt your felf be in Grief —— That will 
not do of. other Paſſions, and particular:y, it would be unfortunate 
to be angry, to make others fight for you. 
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Such a Licence would enable a Man to ſhow empty Creatures, 
that all their Noiſe is owing to that on and a little Admo- 
nition might rouſe Men of Senſe and Modeſty to come into De- 
bates, and exert their Reaſon in Defence of their Country. For 
certain it is, that in Poland, at this time, rhe Men ef the beit Senſe 
are Dumb, and the ſhalloweſt Perſons in the Aſſembly are moſt 
Talkative. Some are Silent from an Oppreſſion under the Choice 

of a greal Deal to ſay, and others are Eloqueut from an Ignorance 
that what they ſay is nothing to the Purpoſe. 


I am glad the Poſt has done ſo much Juſtice to the Hononrable 
Perfons he mentions in the recited Paragraph: I ſhall nor quarrel 
with him for a great Opinion of Mens Abilities, whom J have en- 
deavoured to celebrate before him; which I ſhould have done per- 
haps as fortunately as he, if I had had ſo good Intelligence; for I ac- 
knowledge the beſt Way of applauding ſo great Orators, is to re- 
peat their very Words. As to what he ſays of the Under Treaſu- 
rer, I congratulate the fair Occaſion thar Great Officer took to re- 

. fore the falſe Imputation of Corruption, againſt which I had al- 
ways defended him: But I can ſay at the ſame time, that no one 
affronted me ſo much as with the Attempt to bribe me. ES 
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101 his News-Writer makes no Difficulty: of accuſing a Nuphet uf 
the Diet (vrhich he acknowiledges to be by Seven only lefs than'all 


—— 


the reſt of the Aſſembly) of being Eremics to the Sen Line of 


cons, ee for their Votes, or being Followers of ſuch as Kere. 
ou kn 


Time, ſball ſhelter a Man in Belying Men of Honour, who are do- 
ing their Duty in as nice a Circumſſance as perhaps has ever hap- 
ned, it will be impoſſible for thoſe who do not comply with the 


Faſhion, right or wrong, to be able to ſhew their Faces, in their 


| ſeveral Countries. As tor me, I have ſtequently declared, That 1 


take all Merit to conſiſt in the Regulation of the Will; and I will 


not trouble my {cif ſo much as to mention what is ſaid of me as 
a Writer at low Ebb, and the like. Whoever writes muſt be liable 
to whatever any Reader thinks fit to fay of him; but the Caſe is 
alter d when it comes to Facts within the Power of the Will, as 
in Matters of Juſtice and Integrity. It is not ſor me to ſay how 


I write, or ſpeak ; but it is for me to ſay, I do both honePlly : and 


when I threw away ſome Fame for Letters and Politeneſs, to ſerve 
the nobler Ends ef Juſtice. and Government, I did not do it with 
a Deſign to be as negligent of what ſhould be ſaid of me, with 
relation to my Integrity in Support of thoſe Ends. No; Wit and 
Humour are the Dreſs and Ornament of the Mind; but Honeſty 
and Truth are the Soul it felt, and the Difference in a Man's Care 
of his Reputation for one and the other is juſt in the Proportion 
that being Rob ' d bears to being Murder; UUUÜ th 
I forbear ſaying any chir 
ſelf of this — a; | 
in a kind Way; but this Inſtance gives a firong Suſpicion, that the 


= 


preſent Licence he takes, is ſupported in ſome extraordinary Man- 
ner; and I humb!y conceive, that for the Hongur: of Socicty, you 


will put us in ſome way to obviate this firſt Inſtance of N 
in this kind, by making the Printer produce the Author, and the 
Author his Correſpondent, or anſwer it himſelf. I preſume, Sir, 
this is more particularly your Charge, becauſe indeed the Offence 
is more immediately againſt you, than any other Perſon ; The Pa- 


\ 


ou know beſt what is to be done on {uch an Occaſions ard it; ſo 
flight an Artifice, as Altering the Scene by a Date of Place and 
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in Reſentment againſt rhe Author him- 
think he has heretofore pointed at me 
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- conſequently a Treſpaſs againſt your Authority. (fas 
There are thoſe every Day in your Eye, who have no further 


try if there were mote Men like yon in great 


this will tranſmit you ro Poſterity with Honour and 
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| Jer ties upon it to give un Account of whit paſſes in Gur 


Jouſe, wich is the higheſt Otence without your Authority, and 


in the Place where they ſtand before 

ou. They know it their Duty without Vanity, Diſcontent, os 
becviflunds, in all that is for the Common Good, to ſupport thoſe 
who have the Honour to ſerve their Country in Great Stations: 
Bur as they are always inclined to act in Concert with them, they 
are always free to act in Qppoſition to them. But, Honoured Sir, 
I beg of you to conſider whether this equal Diſpoſteion is, poſſibly, 
to be maintained, if Men, who have no Hopes of Self- intereſt in 
their Actions, muſt meet with ſuch cruel and falſe Repreſentations 
from Writers, who attempt to recommend themſelves to Petſons in 
Authority, by Villifying Gentlemen who think it a+ Misförtune 
ever to differ from thoſe very Men in Authority, whoever they 


Views than doing their Du 


are or ſſiall be. Sir, Lour great good Breeding and Civility in your 


Private Character, Your Juſtice and Equanimity 22 Publick 
Station, will ſuggeſt mach more to you than I can offer in Reſent- 
ment of this Outrage. It would be an happy Day for your Coun- 
ere 1 Employments, Be 
can poſſeſs what they have with the ſume Air that they had when 


they were aiming at it, who can be compoſed enough to think of 


very Purt of the Duty of their Stations in Preference to the Article 
of its Income, and acquit themſelves to all the Werid before they 
think there is any thing due to themſelves. This, Sir, I know by 
long Experience, to be your Temper and Mode of Acton; and 


ae 
witch much greater Advantage than you conld reap from the Diſtin- 
ion of your Birth, andthe Superiority of your Underſtanding with. 
out this Moderation. You' poſſeſs the greateſt Station that your 


Country could beſtow: upon you; and when that ceaſes, I am ſo 
good a Patriot as to with you the greateſt that can be beſto ed by 
your Prince. 7X 


Bur 


en? 
But though Lam interrupted with the ſtrong Inclination 1 have 
to do Juitice to you, you muſt not think I have done by having 
expreſſed Civilities towards the Gentleman I was writing to, as ik 
I was at the End of my Letter; for I am called a donghty Knight, 
and muſt take Notice, according to the known Obligations of 
that Order, thit diſtreſſed Ladies are as little ſpared as unhappy Men 
by this lawleſs Writer; The Errors in the Youth of ſome, and the 
ertue and Complacency of others, are equally the Subject of his 
inſipid Scurrility. I have only juſt mention'd this Citcumſtance 
to move your Indignation ; but mult lay before you a higher Offence, 
in a graver Tone, when I ſhow you, that 1 has aſſumed 
a Liberty of determining this Queſtion on the Side of the Pata 
Conventa, as he calls us according to his Gibberiſh, notwithſtandin 
that the preſent Practice of thoſe Whom he commends is again 
that Notion. Speaking of the Sorrow of Dorowatski, he og 
to ſay as follows; The King, who is the beſt natur'd Prince in 
the Univerſe, was touched with fo moving a Sight, very kindly 
bid her riſe, and ſaid, He was concern d for her juft Afiiction : But 
« afterwards let her underſtand, That the Paita Conventa, by 
dc which: His Majeſty was ealf d ro the Succeſſion, was an Invincible 
«© Bar to his natural C ; and that the Diet having made this 
« PROSECUTION their own, His Majeſty did not think it 
e proper for him to interpoſe in ſo nice an Affair; which he could 
not do neither, without ſhaking the very Foundation of his Title 
© ro the Crown. 


There muſt be a Way found, if we would preferve any Thin 

t is valuable, to put 2 end to this Mixture of Arrogance, Indiſ- 
cretion, and Ignorance. There is not much more in the Letter, 
except Perſonal and Domeſtick Reflections on me, which I have 
not obſerved to you, without it were worth while to take Notice, þ 
that he ſays I exhauſted upon the Occaſion the common Topicks of Cle 

and Mercy; which laſt Afertion I deny with all my Might; 

for! never talked of Mercy and Clemency, but for the Sake of my 
King and Country, in whoſe Behalf I dare to ſay, That to be 
afraid to forgive, is as low as to be afraid to punith ; and that all 
noble Genius's in the Art of Government have leſs oed their 


Safety to Puniſhment and Terror, than Grace and Magnanimity. 
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